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Biotech Partners Budget Shortfall Update    
A Message from the Board President and Development Committee Chair

Dear Biotech Partners supporters,
Biotech Partners is an amazing program with more than 100 current students learning lab techniques and life-changing skills; 
60 of these students are headed for summer internships and year-long co-op positions.  In our last newsletter, we wrote about 
the wonderful achievements of our students and our increasing • nancial needs with more students participating this year and 
the economic downturn drastically reducing our income.  We are extremely grateful to the many donors who have helped us 
in the last few months. Board and Staff continue to seek additional funding sources to help us remain on our feet.  The road 
is still a long one.  

There are three ways you can support Biotech Partners: 

•    Financial support in small or large donations to support BP’s innovative programming for high school Biotech       
     Academy and community college Bioscience Career Institute students.  

•   Join us at the Posters/Graduation Event in August where the students will showcase their work experiences.

•   Spread the word by encouraging more biotech and bioscience organizations to provide corporate sponsorship and     
    job mentoring for our students.  You can help by telling others about the achievements of our program.

We also are in the process of recruiting our new class of high school juniors to start in the Biotech Academy this fall.  That 
our supporters believe in the potential of these students is amply demonstrated with your • nancial support and your volunteer 
participation.  Both of these are the strongest leverage we have with Foundations and other funders who in the past have 
provided Biotech Partners over 80% of its annual income.  Thus, your donations have a multiplier effect, and we need this 
help more than ever during 2010.  

Thanks so much for having Biotech Partners be a part of your gift giving now and in the future.

Caroline M. Kane, Board President   Tina Etcheverry, Development Committee Chair

BayBio Honors Biotech Partners as Educator of the Year!
Biotech Partners was honored to receive BayBio’s Educator of the Year Award at the annual 
Pantheon Ceremony on December 17, 2009. The event also resulted in outreach to new 
partners, (including an endorsement from Brook Byers, recipient of a BayBio Lifetime 
Achievement Award!). We want to sincerely thank BayBio, a consortium of over 500 
Northern California life science companies, and the support of Bayer HealthCare for this 
recognition. BP alum Damian Kirkland accepted the award on our behalf:

“As a minority student from a tough background I had 
always dreamed of a career in the sciences but I never 
envisioned that that goal could be attainable for me. I had 
very little con! dence in my academic ability and I was 
de! nitely not on a college path. I was always seen as a kid 
with tremendous potential but was never able to leverage 

that potential in the classroom. Biotech Partners was a tremendous opportunity for me; it 
provided me with the academic training, study skills, mentoring, and caring support network 
I needed to succeed. BP enabled me to make the most of my own potential. By pairing 
classroom and on-the-job curriculum, BP helped me enter the biotechnology industry fully equipped to be successful.  

In addition to a successful career I was also able to leverage the skills I learned in the classroom and on the job to complete my 
(Continued on page 2)

BP students and alumni join  
Executive Director Debbi Bellush  

and award presenter George 
Cachianes on stage
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Alum Damian Kirkland accepts 
award on BP’s behalf 
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Career Awareness Conference 2010
Our thanks to Bayer for hosting the annual 
CAC for BP’s Biotech Academy students 
on February 9, 2010. Here are re• ections 
from two participants: 
“When I heard about the Bayer Career 
Awareness Conference I was excited to see 
the kinds of biotech jobs people do on a daily basis. When we arrived at Bayer, we were intro-
duced to our tour guide and taken to different facilities that all play an important part in making         

Kogenate®. After we left Bayer I realized how much work is put into making Kogenate®, and how a small amount can make a 
difference in someone’s life.”  - Edgar Mendoza, Berkeley High School Biotech Academy student

“We visited the people that perform tests, or assays, on the protein all throughout the process of making it. We got to test a sample 
of the ! nal product. In doing so, we even got to use the vortex (my favorite machine), and a digital micropipette. I also liked hearing 
from the panel (graduates & mentors) and being able to ask them questions. I felt like I was being prepared for a job. I enjoyed 
the fact that it got me excited for my future. When I normally think about my future in college and other situations, I usually feel 
very anxious and sort of afraid. I really enjoyed the day and felt like I got a lot out of it.” -Eden Gorman, Oakland Tech Biotech 
Academy student.  See photos through the Events page on www.biotechpartners.org

BCI Student Presents Poster for USDA at  American Chemical Society Conference
Bioscience Career Institute student Clay Bernard IV presented a poster on new USDA E-coli 
bacteria testing research to the international scienti! c community at the American Chemical 
Society annual conference in San Francisco on March 25, 2010. Under the guidance of Dr. Mark 
Carter and Dr. Laurie M. Clotilde, Clay has been a Biological Science Laboratory Aide trainee 
at the U.S. Department of Agriculture Western Regional Research Center in Albany where, due 
to the high competency he showed on the job from the start, he was asked to prepare the abstract 
submitted to the ACS, and then create the poster and make the presentation once the abstract was 
accepted. The information Clay presented was picked up by media outlets around the world. 

“Biotech Partners has directly impacted my ability to achieve this success. From past to present, 
I have to thank Biotech Partners, for the support, tutoring, networking, and opportunities that 

allowed me to learn how to act professional, mature, and speak to others with con! dence. They are an excellent non pro! t 
organization that is dedicated to helping youth, and I’m happy to be one of their success stories.”

college education and am 
currently pursuing an MBA. 
Today I am a principal 
production planner for two 
commercial products at 
BioMarin Pharmaceuticals 
and previously worked 
for nearly ten years at 
Genentech, moving up from 
an entry-level technician 
position to eventually becoming senior supervisor of an 
11-member lab producing ! ve marketed cancer drugs.

A career in biotech has meant a great income, job security, 
challenging and interesting work, and, most importantly, the 
satisfaction of knowing that I am making a positive difference 
in people’s lives.“

See the Pantheon photo album at www.biotechpartners.org.

(Pantheon, continued from page 1)

BP students, alumni, Board members, 
mentors and staff

In Memory of a Great Mentor
It is with great sadness that we 
announce the passing of one of 
our most dedicated and caring 
mentors and friend of BP, David 
Panvelle. David served as a 
mentor for several years while 
working in Bayer HealthCare’s 
Fermentation Department. 
David was always a favorite of 

the students because of his joviality and caring nature. 
He is survived by his ! ancée, BP Program Coordinator 
Marithess Rico. In honor of David’s dedication to 
underserved youth, BP has created an annual award to 
be presented in David’s memory. This special award will 
be presented to a Biotech Academy student recognizing 
his/her signi! cant improvement while in the program.§

§

§



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Caroline Kane, Ph.D., President
  Professor in Residence,  Molecular  
  and Cell Biology, UC Berkeley

Dick Thomas, Vice President
  Vice President & Berkeley Site Manager 
  (retired), Bayer HealthCare

Rodney Brooks, Secretary
  Chief of Staff, Supervisor Keith Carson
  Alameda Cty Board of Supervisors, Dist.5

Teresa Calarco, Treasurer
  Head of Research Operations, Emeryville
  Novartis AG 

Peter Kramer, Ph.D., Industry Liaison
  Director, Manufacturing Sciences
  Bayer HealthCare

Max Anderson 
  City Council Member, City of Berkeley

Tammy Burns Bailey*
  Senior Quality Assurance Associate
  Amgen Inc.

Tina Etcheverry, Ph.D.
  Senior Scientist & Int’l Project Team 
  Leader (retired), Genentech 

Peggy Lemaux
Cooperative Extension Specialist
Department of Plant and Microbial Biology
UC Berkeley

Susan Lucas
 Department Head, Production 
 DOE Joint Genome Institute

Jean Lu - Board Fellow
Haas School of Business, UC Berkeley

*BP Program Alumna

Board Transitions
Our appreciation to departing Board 
member William Wesley for his continuing 
service and support of BP  on or off the 
Board- thank you! 

If you are interested in learning about being 
a Board member please contact Executive 
Director Debbi Bellush at 510-705-5192 
or debbi.bellush.b@bayer.com.

Biotech Partners is 
now on Facebook!

Just Search for 
“Biotech Partners”

 to make new connections, 
• nd old friends & add to the 

Alumni photo album
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BIOTECH PARTNERS MISSION IS TO HELP YOUTH FROM POPULATIONS UNDERREPRESENTED IN THE SCIENCES NAVIGATE 
THE WORLDS OF WORK, SCHOOL AND LIFE THROUGH A BIOTECHNOLOGY-FOCUSED CURRICULUM, INCLUDING JOB TRAINING AND INTERNSHIPS, 

THAT PROVIDES ACCESS TO FULFILLING WELL-PAID CAREERS IN BIOSCIENCE AND INCREASES OPPORTUNITIES FOR HIGHER EDUCATION. 

Wareham Development Pledges $50,000 Challenge Grant 
                                                         ...and Generous Donors Step Up!

In the past few months supporters of Biotech Partners have stepped up to the challenge put forward by Rich Robbins of Wareham 
Development, to match all donations dollar for dollar up to $50,000 to help BP maintain its successful programming during a 
• scally challenging time.  Wareham Development also made an generous $50,000 unrestricted donation.

“We have been a long-time supporter of Biotech Partners. We see this organization as the " rst to connect biotech companies with 
local students and life-changing internships that lead to higher education, better jobs and brighter futures for them, their families 
and communities.  It is imperative that more kids in more communities be brought into the program; not only for the sake of our 
young people, but for the future of the oldest and  largest biotech cluster in the world.  If we cannot continue to staff these labs 
with skilled technicians and scientists, growth will cease and jobs will leave. Investing in Biotech Partners is one way to mitigate 
these serious challenges while attracting and nurturing the next generation of biotech professionals.” ~ Rich Robbins

The Board, staff and students sincerely thank Mr. Robbins, Wareham Development and the numerous donors who stepped up to 
Rich’s challenge for their belief in the mission of Biotech Partners and  the youth we support. Thank you!

§

Government, Corporate &     
Foundation Donors

• American Chemical Society - 
Project SEED

• Amgen Foundation

• Bayer USA Foundation

• Bayer HealthCare

• City of Berkeley

• City of Berkeley Youthworks

• Crescent Porter Hale Foundation

• Dreyer’s Grand Ice Cream 
Foundation

• East Bay Community Foundation

• Illumina, Inc.

• Irene S. Scully Foundation

• The James Irvine Foundation

• Millipore Corporation

• Novartis Vaccines & Diagnostics

• Rogers Family Foundation

• Sartorius Stedim Biotech

• Y&H Soda Foundation

Donors (cont.)

• SynBERC

• Toyota USA Foundation

• Wayne & Gladys Valley Foundation

• Wareham Development

Job Training Partners
• Bayer HealthCare  

• Berkeley Dog & Cat Hospital 

• East Bay Municipal Utility District 
(EBMUD)

• Novartis Vaccines & Diagnostics

• Joint BioEnergy Institute (JBEI) 

• Kaiser Permanente-Oakland 

• Lawrence Berkeley National 
Laboratory

• Libby Laboratories 

• Michael Eisen Lab at UCB

• Tethys Bioscience 

• U.S. Department of Agriculture

• UCB Genomics Sequencing Lab 

Partners in Education
• Berkeley Uni! ed School District, 

Berkeley High School

• Oakland Uni! ed School District, 
Oakland Technical High School, 
OUSD School-to-Career Dep’t

• Alameda & Contra Costa County 
Of! ces of Education/Regional 
Occupational Programs

• Peralta Community College District

In-Kind Partners
• Bayer HealthCare

• Bio-Rad Laboratories

• Building Opportunities for 

       Self-Suf! ciency/BOSS

• INOVA Federal Credit Union

• Mark Estes Photography

• Ryals & Associates

• Wardrobe for Opportunity

• Xoma

BIOTECH PARTNERS ONGOING SUPPORTERS AND PARTNERS 



Founded in 1993, Biotech 
Partners is a non-pro• t 
organization that provides a 
comprehensive, hands-on 
academic and job training 
program in Berkeley and Oakland 
public schools for populations 
typically under-represented in 
the sciences, especially students 
of color, young women and those 
from low-income households.

Biotech Partners prepares young 
people for skilled technical 
positions in the ever-expanding 
bioscience and healthcare 
industries. The program consists 
of a career-focused science 
and technology curriculum 
from 11th grade through 
community college, paid summer 
internships, year-long jobs, and 
support services to help each 
student achieve success. Since 
1993, Biotech Partners has 
placed more than 900 youth in 
paid training positions.

Today, Biotech Partners’ work 
is supported by the generous 
participation of and funding from 
more than 35 corporate, govern-
ment, foundation, education and 
healthcare partners.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:
Deborah Bellush 

PROGRAM MANAGER:
Sakura Lee

PROGRAM COORDINATOR:
Marithess Rico

DEVELOPMENT & 
OPERATIONS COORDINATOR:
Aletha Zsido

PROGRAM & EXECUTIVE 
ASSISTANT: 
Rochelle Conner

Address:
P.O. Box 2186
Berkeley, CA 94702
Phone 510-705-7324
Fax 510-705-5237

www.biotechpartners.org

Printed on recycled 
paper using soy ink

WISH LIST
In-kind donations to Biotech 
Partners are tax-deductible.

Thank you for your help!

Lab Equipment
Of• ce Supplies

Adobe Photoshop
Guest Speakers              

             Volunteers 
Tutors 

Field trips to your 
company!
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Students visit Bayer HealthCare for 
Career Awareness Conference (p.2)

BayBio’s Educator of the Year award 
given to Biotech Partners (p.1)

To make a tax-deductible donation, send a check payable to Biotech 
Partners to P.O. Box 2186, Berkeley, CA 94702, or visit our website, 

www.biotechpartners.org to make a credit card donation. Thank you!
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SAN RAMON, CA

www.BiotechPartners.org

BP Newsletter On-line
Would you prefer to receive BP Connection via email? 

IF SO, PLEASE SEND YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS AND REQUEST TO NEWSLETTER@BIOTECHPARTNERS.ORG

Newsletters can also be found on-line at www.BiotechPartners.org.


